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upporting the Struggle 1 Zimbabwe

he world's poor are the most vul-

nerable to climate change, with a
seemingly hopeless situation in many
countries such as Zimbabwe.

However support from Caritas Austra-
lia continues to provide hope and sup-
port in the areas of food security, im-
proved health and hygiene and social
and psychological support.

Our guest speaker for our March La-
dies’ Night is Ivy Khoury, Caritas Aus-
tralia’s Africa Program Director.

Ivy Khoury says, “The people of Zim-
babwe are hungry. In fact, they are
starving. The country is in a state of
emergency with outbreaks of cholera,
a massive food shortage and a dete-
riorating security situation.”

Caritas Australia has worked in Zim-
babwe for more than 10 years yet the

situation has never seemed this dire.
“Our long-term development programs,
are on hold as all work is focused on
just keeping people alive.

their suffering.

“They certainly are a people of hope

“Since the government suspended hu-|
manitarian support during the 2008
elections, good food went to waste and
the people of Zimbabwe have gone
through droughts and floods and the
latest harvest has failed.

“The reality is that in a country that is|
falling apart you need to assess how
you can meet the needs of the poor
and at the moment that means keep-
ing them alive.

Zimbabwe that | felt very sad. Theres*%
was one Sunday in Church when | just
couldn’t stop crying. | watched the faith ¥z
of the people who were praying and
believe that God will bring them out of

Children in Zimbabwe remain vulnerable to
shortages of food, clean water and health care

Catenians in Tights

John Stapleton and Bryan Power have completed an-
other cycling odyssey, this time exploring the beautiful
countryside of the Apple Isle for a two week tour through
the north east corner of Tasmania in February.

Bryan explained that they were joined by three other riders
for their two-wheeled adventure starting in Launceston and
then heading south passing farmlands including large
opium poppy plantations (legally) grown that produce 50%
of the world’s morphine needs.

Bryan says, “Leaving Richmond on the third day, the ride
took us to the east coast
where we stayed at an old
pub in Triabunna. From
there and with more favour- &= :
able winds we headed north
to Branxholm staying at yet
another historic old pub. - /#

e, Y
% 4
—

‘t .

“Our next stop was Lilydale, F& K
then back to Launceston.
Tassie's reputation for a
hilly terrain didn’t disappoint

with some great downhill runs and the
likes of "Bust Me Gall Hill" (pictured) early in the ride mak-
ing us aware of what to expect.

And with a completely straight face, Bryan says, “As the
water wasn't always safe to drink, we always made sure
there were a couple of nice bottles of red in our drink carri-
ers as an alternative.” Editor: Yeah Bryan, we believe you.




Winutes, 189t Meeting, Manly Circle

Manly Golf Club
Wednesday, 17 February 2010
: 28 in attendance; 10 apologies; 7 no apology
Annabelle Clarkin and Colin Pereira

Colin Lawler and AllanDawson

Bank Balance $6,479.69; Raffle pro-
ceeds $175; last meeting resulted in a surplus of $92.50.
Laurence Lawler to Pittwater Circle
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Please Contact: MICHAEL VAN OMMEN
To Confirm your Attendance or Apology
During Business Hours,

Before Monday 15 March

Ph. 9452 5282

Email: vommen@bigpond.net.au
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Letter from the NSW Right to Life re the

=
holding of a tribute evening for the late Carl Martin. i

Terry Hayes tendered a full report of
the Feb 1 meeting. Prov. President to follow up on the resigna-
tion of John Secker amid reluctance to accept the resignation
and the reasons surrounding it. Next meeting to be held April
19, with installation of new Provincial Councillors.

Peter Griffiths to explore prospect of a
Carl Martin tribute evening as a joint Catenian/Right to Life
event with Bro Xavier of Parramatta Circle. The Little John
Mug competition for incoming Presidents to be held at Par-
ramatta on Thursday 25 Feb. The evening mass on Sunday 21
was to be our next Catenian ‘Pulpit Presentation’ Mass at St
Kierans . Notice was given that Bro John Woods has been
diagnosed with lung cancer and that he was to commence
treatment. The speaker for our next meeting, which is to be
held on 17 March and which is to be a Ladies night, is Sr Ivy
Khoury.

Meeting closed at 8.00pm.
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Bﬂﬁﬂhd@y Wishes

What about raising your

glasses and say happy
birthday to:

Terry Hayes — Thursday 11
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|\ {l anly Catenian and Prime Min-

isterial aspirant, Tony Abbott
will make sure he is more familiar
with satellite phones before his next
trip into the Australian outback after
getting lost and sending this text
message from his mobile phone to
media secretary in Canberra:

Early in March, Tony Abbott made
headlines when he set off with a
smalll group on "quad" four-wheeled
" motorbikes in Central Australia to
search for Aboriginal sacred sites.

"WERELOSTNEARFOSSILCREEK".

The view of a Catenian Wife
Amanda Hickey, wife of Manly Catenian, Alan,
made an address to Pittwater Circle on
“Catenians through the eyes of a woman” at
dinner following the Circle’s December meet-
ing. Amanda said shesees Catenians as very
special friends. A full report is in the Eastern
Link magazine.

Parramatta Circle

O’Connell Cup 2010 will be held on
Thursday 24th June, Lachlan’s Restau-
rant. 6.45 pm for 7.15 pm. RSVP by Fri-
day 18th June to Br John Green: 9630
7094 or j.d.green@bigpond.com

Six hours later and separated from
his local guide, Aboriginal entrepre-
neur lan Conway, and with sundown
approaching, the group became seri-
ously concerned about their situa-
tion: stuck in unfamiliar country, with
no idea of the way out and no way to
communicate with the outside world.

There was some discussion about
using a satellite phone Mr Conway
had left with the party, except for just
one problem with that plan - no one

Tony Abboft Lost m iﬂbl@ Outback

could get the sat-phone to work.

Just as well that Mr Conway reap-
peared as the sun was setting, but
there was still a three-hour quad bike
journey in the pitch dark, with Tony
and the group arriving back at the
truck that had taken them into Wa-
tarrka country at 9.20pm, having
been lost for five hours.

“We were one jerry can of fuel, six
bottles of water and about three
hours of daylight short of what we
needed," was his verdict on the ex-
perience when he arrived back at
Kings Creek station for a late-night
feast of scotch fillet and camel sau-
sages.
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