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New Catenian Group in Queensland

First among several highlights since our
February edition was the establishment of a
new Catenian Group in Queensland, th@ity
of Cairns Group The group was inaugurated
on Saturday 3 June by provincial director
John Secker whose report on this happy
event can be found on page 7.

Those whose pursuits tend towards the
trivial will be interested to note that the
extremes of Catenian presence in Province
21, from the City of Cairns Groupin the
north, to Canberra and Canberra Molonglo
in the south, covers a distance of 2200 km
(as the Qantas jet travels), almost as far as
from London to Athens.

In our last issue we encouraged as many
brothers as possible to attend the annual
Provincial Mass at the ACU campus in
Strathfield. Many brothers, wives, and
families responded, and the day proved to
be highly successful. More about this on
page 2.

Several circles have had most interesting
guest speakers at their meetings over the
last four months. Pittwater, in particular,
had well attended meetings addressed by St
Vincent de Paul®& John Falzon, and by well-
known TV presenter Jeff McMullen. Reports
on these meetings are on pages 2 and 4.
His Eminence Edward Cardinal Cassidy
spoke to the Castle Hillbrothers in March,
the Honourable Tony Abbott MP was guest
of honour at Mosman& 100th meeting in

June (see page 6), and the Honourable
Brendan Nelson MP has agreed to address
the Hornsby meeting in July. Other notable
events get a mention in our Moving Round
in Circles Section (page 12).

The annual Provincial Golf Championship is
featured on page 5.

The annual Sydney Corpus Christi
Eucharistic Procession, also promoted in our
last issue, attracted a small number of

Catenians and supporters. Read about it on
page 6.

Provincial director John Secker greets newly
elected City of Cairns chairman Peter Morris.
Pictured (left to right): Michael Tan, provincial
membersship officer, Peter Morris, Laurence

Lawlor, provincial vicgresident, John Secker,
Kevin Doherty, provincial president (obscured).
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Provincial Mass at ACU Strathfield

The annual Provincial Mass was held on
Sunday 9 April in the chapel of the
Australian Catholic University campus in
Strathfield.

We were indeed
fortunate to have as
celebrant of the mass,
Fr David Coffey STD,
1 |one of Australia's most

| |eminent theologians. Fr

Coffey was on
Fr Dévid\ Cdffey

sabbatical in Sydney
from his position as
professor of Catholic
(Our thanks to Marquette the_°|°9Y In N_larquette
University with whose per| University, Milwaukee,
mission this photograph isf UJSA. where he has
reproduced) ’ .

been based since
1998. He was the inaugural president of the
Australian Catholic Theological Association
and at one time professor of systematic
theology in the Catholic Institute of Sydney.
He is the author of many papers and books
on the faith, including his widehacclaimed
work The Sacrament of Reconciliation

Some 130 Catenian brothers and ladies
attended the mass and most remained to
take part in lunch afterwards. The photos on
the next page provide evidence that those
present thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Our thanks to the brothers oCity of Sydney
who organised what proved to be an
excellent event in every way.

Continued from right hand column.

And Dr Falzon encouraged Catenians and
their families to continue supporting the

work of St Vincent de Paul, particularly its
voluntary work such as home visitations to
struggling families.

Poverty in Australiaf a MVincentian
perspective

Michael Kenny

The St Vincent de Paul Society has
conducted a comprehensive study on the
extent of social disadvantage in Australia,
with some surprising results presented at
Pittwater CateniansdMarch dinner.

Dr John Falzon, Vinniesdnational director on
social policy, told the circle that around
three million Australians are living in poverty
and around six million Australians over the
age of 16 receive less than $16,000 a year.

Dr Falzon says with the high use of casual
labour in the Australian workforce and
property prices increasing, the extent of
poverty is likely to get worse over coming
years.

He says stronger caperation is needed
between state, federal and local
government to ensure that all Australians
have access to a good standard of health,
education and housing.

Concluded in left hand column.

Pictured (left to right): Garry Gleeson, presider
of Pittwater Circle Dr John Falzon, St Vincent d
Paul Society, Michael Kenny, immediate past

president of Pittwater Circle and Kevin Doherty,
provincial president.
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Pictures from the Provincial Mass luncheon
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Jeff McMullen speaks aPittwater

Michael Kenny

Awardwinning TV presenter Jeff McMullen
spoke about his concern for the health and
welfare of indigenous Australians as the
guest speaker at the June dinner of the
Pittwater Circleat Long Reef Golf Club.

While Jeff is best known for his

distinguished reporting career spanning 35

years on Channel Nine and the ABC, over
recent years he has left his TV career behind
in favour of voluntary work in remote

indigenous communities in the Northern

Territory.

As the head of the lan Thorpe Fountain for
Youth Trust, Jeff has worked alongside
Catholic primary school principals in the
Territory over the past five years in setting
up programs to improve access to books for
thousands of young indigenous children.

He was recognized for his efforts recently
through an AM (Member of the Order of
Australia) in the Queen& Birthday Honours
List.

He told the gathering of around 80
Catenians and their wives that in some of
the communities he has visited, the average
life expectancy is only 46 years old and the
incidence of diseases such as rheumatic
heart fever and tuberculosis is far greater
than in some of the poorest African nations.

dn Sydney, we havend seen any cases of
rheumatic fever for 30 vyearsG Jeff
explained.

oBut many remote Aboriginal communities
still struggle without proper water supplies

and sanitation. Many of the mothers are so
malnourished that they give birth to low
weight babies who are three times more
likely to die before the age of one compared
with other Australian babiesé.

Through the lan Thorpe Fountain for Youth
Trust, established by the champion
swimmer after the Sydney Olympics, Jeff
McMullen has helped to raise funds for new
swimming pools in remote communities
based on research that shows that
swimming in salt and chlorinated water can
reduce eye infections and skin sores that
can trigger chronic illnesses like rheumatic
fever.

OThe Australian public showed great
compassion after the Asian tsunami disaster
a few years back, but it& important to also
invest in the future of our fellow indigenous
Australians, many of whom are living in third
world conditions6, Jeff said.

The Pittwater Catenians then gathered up a
collection for the trust which was presented
to Jeff McMullen that night.

A

Pictured (left to right): Michael Kenny, immediate
past president ofPittwater Circle guest of
honour Jeff McMullen, and Garry Gleeson,

president of Pittwater Circle
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Provincial golf championship

Warren Clarke

The eighth Province 21 golf tournament
attracted 38 players to Muirfield Golf Club
on Monday 20 March 2006.

The field was made up of 27 Catenians from
Carlingford Castle Hil] Hornsby, Ku-ring-gai,
Mosman, City of Parramatta Pittwater, and
City of Sydney Circlesand 11 visitors.

As usual we were blessed with a perfect day
for golf and the course was in excellent
condition.

After lunch, Province 21 director John
Secker thanked convenor Warren Clarke for
organising the day, Ken Morton for his
assistance with the scoring, Muirfield Golf
Club for the use of the course and the club&

facilities, Peter Jones, the club professional,

Catenian gathering at the 19th hole

for his assistance and support with many of
the prizes, and all those who had generously
donated prizes. Before presenting the prizes
John thanked all the Catenians and their
visitors for participating.

Warren announced that because of family
commitments here and overseas, he was
not available to organise future
competitions and after eight years on the
job it was time for someone else to pick up
the reins. Accordingly, the coordination of
the competition next year will be in the
capable hands of Malcolm ClovCastle Hill
Malcolm will do a fine job, so please give
him all your support.

[Warren Clarke is chamberlain ofCarlingford

Circle and exsecretary of City of Parramatta

Circle He is a former provincial president. The
thanks of the province, and particularly of the
golfing fraternity, is extended to Warren for the
sterling job he has done in organising the annual
provincial golf tournament over the last eight
years.]

For the list of prize winners, see page 6.
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Corpus Christi Procession

Eight Province 21 brothers and one O3oonnell Cup to Mosman

Catenian lady represented the association

at the eucharistic procession held in Sydney The annual contest for the Gdlonnell Cup
on Corpus Christi Sunday, 18 June 2006. was conducted atCastle Hillon Tuesday 23
Together they held the Catenian banner May. The enjoyment of an excellent night
high. was enhanced for the 10Mosman brothers

present as they claimed the cup in a most
convincing win.

Mosmand 100th meeting

Brendan Od&onnell

The Honourable Tony Abbott MRanly &
Mosman, commonwealth minister for health
and ageing, was guest speaker atlosmané
100th meeting celebration in June. A choir

Pictured at the eucharistic procession (left to made up of old boys from St Aloysius
right): Pat QuinrPittwater, Tony MazzieCity College added a nice touch to a gala

of Sydney Noel TobinWarringah Kevin occasion. Circle president John Tweedie
DohertyPittwater, David de MestréMosman, extended a warm welcome to the many

and Garry GleesorPittwater

visitors in the total gathering of 145

brothers and guests.

The prize winners at the annual provincial golf tournament were:

Director Trophy (Best two scores from any one circle): John Tess&Charles ReidCastle Hill
Ray Weekes Memorial Troph§Runnersup): Claude Jugmans & John Szymandkom Ku-ring-gai
Vice President® Trophy (Best individual score): Warren Clark@ity of Parramatta

Individual Runnerup: Garry CahilMosman

Individual Third:John BolsteHornsby

Best Individual Front 9Terry McNamareCity of Sydney

Individual Runnerup Front 9:Max CattleCity of Sydney

Individual Third Front 9Graham WetzlaMosman

Best Individual Back 9Bruce WallaceKu-ring-gai

Individual Runnerup Back 9:Vic GauciCastle Hill

Individual Third Back 9Malcolm ClowCastle Hill

Nearest The Pin 6th HolePeter Sharp (visitor)

Nearest The Pin 15th HoleJohn SzymanskKu-ring-gai

Nearest The Pin Second 18th Holédalcolm ClowCastle Hill

Longest DriveTerry McNamareCity of Sydney

All competitors who did not win a prize received a golf ball for their efforts.
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TheCity of Cairns Group guests, Fr Neil Muir PP, representing bishop

John Secker

A momentous step was taken recently by
our association with the establishment of
our first presence in Queensland.

Director John Secker (Province 21)
inaugurated the City of Cairns Group
No.908, on 3 June 2006 by enrolling into
the group Peter Cash oPoole Circleand 11
new Catenians, including the inaugural
group chairman Peter Morris. Joining John at
the inauguration where the officers of
Province 21 led by president Kevin Doherty,
past grand director Brendan OdConnell and
Province 20 director Don McKechnie who,
with wife Pam, had come from Perth WA (a

Pictured at the inaugural meeting of th€ity
of Cairns Group(left to right): Laurence
Lawlor, provincial viceresident, Peter

Morris, Mark Johnston, Michael Schramm,
and Paul Bantoft.

mere 10 hours flying time round trip). A
further two gentlemen have already applied
to join the City of Cairns Grouand the local
members expect that they will reach the
necessary 25 brothers to achieve circle
status within a matter of months.

Following the inauguration meeting the
brothers and their wives, together with their

James Foley of Cairns, and the mayor and
mayoress of Cairns, enjoyed a sumptuous
tropical buffet dinner.

The idea of establishing a Catenian
presence in Cairns was something that
Peter Cash, who is a regular visitor to Cairns
and where he has had a home for a number
of years, had been mulling over for
sometime. Last year he broached the
concept with some of his fellow parishioners
in Cairns and the level of interest was such
that in March this year John Secker travelled
to Cairns to lead an information meeting for
a number of interested Catholic gentlemen.
Fr Neil Muir had experience of Catenian
hospitality from his time studying in the UK
and the development was quickly endorsed
by bishop Foley who was looking for a
vehicle to support the men of the diocese in

their  spiritual
and family life.
In his message

of congrat
ulations to the
new group
bishop Foley

observed that
0 it is indeed
an historical
moment for our
local Church é6
and exhorted it
to be & always
mindful of God&
presence

among you in

City of Cairndrothers,
father and son, Paul (left
and Luke Bantoft.

Jesus Christ so
that you may always act € in a spirit of
justice and goodwill.6

[John Secker is now in his second term as
provincial director of Province 21. He has held
numerous offices within the association, most
recently president ofCarlingford Circleof which
he was the foundation president in 1984.]



