
 1 

 
 

 

���������	�
 �
 

  

 

�

����������� �
�	�
 �

 

 
 

��
�	�������
�����������

�
��������������
��

��

�����	����	������������
����
�


����
�	�������
�
�
�

���������������� ����
�

���������������� ����



 2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

EASTERN LINK 
Volume 2 Issue no 2 

 
JUNE 2009 

 
News from  

Circles and Groups  
Of  

Province 21 
 

Please send all copy to 
Editor Peter Cash 

 
3 Greenhaven Street 

Clifton Beach, Qld 4879 
 

Tel: 0740553529 
Mobile: 0415846565 

 
Email: 

petercash@btinternet.com 
 
 Index:  

 
Page 2 . . . . . . . . .  . .  Editorial 
 
Pages 3-4-5  

  . . . . . News from Circles & 
Groups 

 
Page 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . Retiring 
 Provincial Presidents Report 
 
Pages 7-11 . . . . . . . . . . .  Misc 

 
Page 12-13   
. . . . . . . . . News from Victoria 
 
Pages 14-18 

. . . . . . News from  Provincial           
Council 

 
Pages 19-33 . . . . . . . .  Events 
 
Pages 34-35 . .  News from UK 
 
Pages 36-38. . . . . . . . . . . Misc 
 

Editorial                 

 
From our  

PROVINCE DIRECTOR 
JOHN SECKER 

 

With the Association’s conference at Harrogate 
just concluded I thought I might share some 
moments from it with you. 
 
One moment that no director is likely to forget 
was the stirring blast of approbation from the 
floor when Grand Council announced that it 
had established a Committee to Review the 
Governance of the Association and it hoped 
that one outcome of the would be a reduction 
in the size of Grand Council!  The committee 
undertaking this review comprises six senior 
Catenians only two of whom are members of 
Grand Council including Gerry Barton from 
Province 20. The committee has been asked to 
report back to Grand Council toward the end of 
this year. 
 
With no motions for debate this year Grand 
Council was able to implement a Question and 
Answer session, close to 50 questions were 
received from members and all have been 
answered by Grand Council, some two thirds 
of those responses were able to be delivered 
before the close of the conference and all the 
questions and answers will be published in 
Catena. 
 
Immediately prior to the Conference Grand 
Council holds its own AGM during which there 
is the changeover of retiring and new 
directors. This year saw the biggest influx of 
new blood to Grand Council for very many 
years – with seven new directors. Details of the 
new and retiring directors will be included in 
Grand Council Agenda newsletter which will 
arrive with your July Catenas.  
 
Fraternally 
 
John 
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Third Thursday of the Month. Oasis Resort, Lake Str eet Cairns. Please contact;  
Catering Officer, Mark Ellwood, 0417 596 536 
 
The Circle had two visitors at the May Meeting, The Rev Fr Neil Muir & Doug Wilson. A 
Lectern was presented to the Circle from Poole Circle. Cairns Circle President Peter 
extended his and the Cairns Circle brothers thanks for this superb and thoughtful gift. 
 

��������	��������
4th Tuesday of the Month, please contact  Paul Desp oges 02 8850 0956. 

�

Tuesday, 23rd June - Castle Hill Circle Meeting – it is intended to try a more informal 
evening meal. An ideal time to invite any of your contacts along to get to know the 
Catenians.�
 
 

 

����	���
��������
Third Tuesday of Month (ex. December) , Carlingford   Bowling  Club, Cnr  Pennant Hills  and Evans 
Roads, CARLINGFORD. Please contact: Brother Stan Bu rgin 02 9871 2449 . 

 

Membership now stands at 30 following the induction of Bro Robert Teo at a recent 
meeting. Welcome, Robert – we hope your membership is long and rewarding. 
 
 

��������������
Third Thursday of the Month,  please contact Frank Boyle, 02 6286 2214. 
 
May Meeting. First business was the installation of Bro Bill Caddey as President for 
2009-10, then the installation of Bro Bob Wilson as Vice=President. That was followed 
by the enrolment of a new member, Mr Bob Cousins. 
 
 

��������� 
�
���
������
1st Wednesday of the Month, please contact Ken Rior dan 02 6286 1281. 
 
Recently at our Meeting/Dinner Bro Ray Finnegan led a discussion on the Human 
Rights Commission Project on Freedom of Religion and Belief in the 21st century. Bro 
Bob Smeaton also spoke about the new cemetery planned for Tuggeranong, possibly 
in Mugga Lane. 
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1st Thursday of the Month, please contact Peter And ersen, on mobile: 0412 669 462. 
At the March Meeting Philip Glendenning gave a very interesting talk on the plight of 
refugees in Australia. A cheque for $2,000 was also presented to Caritas Australia from 
the Hornsby Circle and was accepted by Sr Ivy Khoury. 
Our speaker at the April meeting was Gailene Keene, the Development Officer from St 
Lucy's School. The latter is our charity for next year. 
 

 ��������� �
3rd Wednesday of the Month, please contact Michael van Ommen 02 9452 5282 . 
 
John McCarney has approached past Presidents to assist in the Presidential duties this 
year in light of Carl Martin’s illness that prevents him from taking up this role: John 
McCarney April – June 2009, Laurie Ryan July – Sept 2009,  Laurie de Ambrosis Oct – 
Dec 2009, Paul Pearson Jan – Tuesday 13 Mar 2010. 
 

 
� ������� �
2nd Thursday of the Month, please contact Brendan O ’Connell 02 9449 3720. 
 
The Brothers welcomed two Visiting Brothers at a recent meeting, they were; Tony 
Stevens (Wolverhampton Circle 56) and Jim Rush (Manly Circle). 
 
 


� #�	�� #��	����� �
2nd Monday of the Month, please contact Phil Davies  02 9440 4299. 
 
At the April meeting visiting Brother Pat Moran was asked to present the Friar Tuck 
Cup trophy to our Circle. Brother Pat noted Ku-Ring-Gai had won it twice before and 
the Circle was the second oldest in Sydney. 

�

�����	���
������� ��������� �
4th Thursday of the Month, please contact John Green o n 02  9630 4019 
 
Thanks to all those who contributed in the forum on membership.  The Circle Council 
and the Membership Committee will be formulating a program for a Membership drive 
in the near future. 
 



 5 

!�!�!� 
�����
 ���
��������
�	������������
����!�!�! ������������������������������������

�	������������ �
2nd Wednesday of the Month, please contact Ken Hall iday 02 9999 4675.  

On Tuesday 28th April fourteen brothers bussed their way across to Castle Hill Circle to 
support our new President Tony Regan in his dash for the Little John Mug trophy. Alas, 
the judges chose to give the award elsewhere. A very good night. 
 

�	���
����������$�� �
1st Wednesday of the Month, please contact  John Cr awford 02 9240 4975. 
The Circle Council has decided that City of Sydney 263 will start a “Foundation Dinner”  to be held 
each July as this was the month that the first Circle in Australasia (Sydney 263) was inaugurated 
(22nd July 1971) The night will replace our Christmas in July and be a ladies night, promoted 
throughout the Province as an annual event in the calendar. We have also decided that a Province 
photographic competition be held in conjunction with the dinner and judged on the night with a 
suitable prize for the winner.   
 

����	��������� �
4th Wednesday of the Month, please contact John Hop kins 02 9982 8026.  

 
A milestone was reached on the 27th May when the Brothers Circle celebrated their 
138th meeting. Well done. 
 

��	��������
��� �
�
 
3rd Wednesday of the Month, please contact Dennis Muldoon 0400 571 633 
 

Dear Brothers, 

Please remember in your prayers Terry Gallagher passed away on Saturday 14 March, 
2009. Terry was a founding member of Hornsby Circle, remaining a joint member with Ku-
Ring-Gai Circle for many years. After relinquishing his joint membership some years ago 
to remain a member of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle, Terry transferred from Ku-Ring-Gai to Hornsby 
Circle about two years ago. He will be sadly missed by the members of both Circles. 
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Retiring President’s Annual Report to Provincial Co uncil 

Monday 4th May 2009 
 
There were many highlights for Province 21 in the Catenian year just ended: I list some of them 
here, in no particular order of importance ...  
 

·  We hosted the very first Australian National Conference to be held in the thirty seven years 
of Catenian presence in Australia ... 

·  In the Association’s Centenary year, we hosted the Grand President and his touring party, 
the programme including a record number of activities in Sydney, Canberra, Cairns and 
Brisbane and also in the Victoria Area ... 

·  The Provincial Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral was attended by the largest gathering of 
Catenians and families ever to come together in Australia, acknowledging that the number 
of locals was enhanced by our visitors from interstate and overseas ... 

·  Yet another new Circle was inaugurated by the elevation of the City of Cairns Group to 
Circle status ...  

·  A new Group was established in Brisbane. 
 
In coming to the end of such a year as your Provincial President, it behoves me to express and 
record my grateful thanks to those Officers and Members of Council who have been so supportive 
and have contributed so much in various ways, to ensure the smooth operation of such a busy 
year. In this context, I would like particularly to mention John Secker our Director, Peter Tilbrook 
our Secretary, Ian McMaster our Treasurer, Pat Moran our Membership Officer and especially 
Past Provincial President Kevin Doherty whose efforts in the organisation of the Conference and 
its affiliated activities were truly magnificent.  
 
In addition, I would like to record the appreciation of Province to all those involved at Circle level in 
making the arrangements for the meetings attended by Grand President and his party. Our visitors 
were suitably impressed! 
 
In concluding, I must highlight the urgent need for Province to take steps to ensure that in future, 
all of the social and other activities taking place throughout the year at both Circle and Provincial 
level, are properly co-ordinated. This will require Circles to prepare their social calendars before 
the end of each year, so that - for example - the unfortunate but entirely avoidable clash of a 
Castle Hill hosted Provincial event with Parramatta Circle’s 100th meeting celebration is never 
again repeated. Perhaps this suggestion might be taken on board by Provincial Council and 
Councillors take the message back to their Circles stressing the need for promptness each year, 
in producing their following year’s calendar of events. 
 
Thank you Brothers for allowing me the privilege of being your President during such a noteworthy 
and important year. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally 

 
Phil Davies 
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Regular donations from Manly 
Catenians have long supported the 
Mary MacKillop East Timor Mission 
(MMETM), and this month you will have 
an opportunity to hear how your support 
is making a difference to the lives of 
East Timorese children. 
 
Sr. Susan Connelly RSJ from the Mary 
MacKillop East Timor Mission will be our 
special guest speaker for a ‘face to face’ 
discussion on their work. 
 
The Mary MacKillop Tetun Literacy 
programme, Mai Hatene Tetun, 
comprises books and resources for 
children and teachers from Kindergarten 
to Grade Six. 
 
The Mary MacKillop East Timor Mission 
(MMETM) has been responsible for the 
writing and production of the 
programme, it’s distribution in East 
Timor and the in-servicing of Teachers 
in it’s use. 
 
This unique programme was developed 
in response to the request from Bishop 
Belo in 1994 when he asked for 
assistance with education in literacy and 
health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most school learning is achieved verbally in 
the language of the home. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MMETM staff have years of linguistic training 
and a zeal to help the poor through education. 
 
 
 
From 1975 children in East Timor were 
taught all subjects in Bahasa Indonesia 
from the beginning of their schooling. 
Schools in Indonesia are allowed a short 
time per week to present local 
languages and it was Bishop Belo who 
secured for Timorese schools a similar 
right. 
 
His request to the Sisters of Joseph to 
assist in devising a programme of 
instruction followed the application of 
this permission to the Timorese people. 
In 1997 workshops were first conducted 
by our MMETM to help teachers to 
understand the programme and its 
methods. 
 
An initial workshop was held in Dilli 
attended by 40 Teachers. Since then, 
many workshops have been organised 
and conducted, usually with the 
assistance of some other MMETM staff. 
 
Donations of books through the Mission 
have been major educational 
contributions. 
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The City of Sydney Circle 263 celebrated the 90 th birthday of Brother Bill Bullen 
at their March 2009 meeting and dinner. Bill, still  hale and hearty, joined 
Wilmslow Circle 250 in April 1974 while in senior r ank in the Manchester/Salford 
police force. In 1988, ( Australia’s bicentennial y ear) with his wife Maureen they 
spent one year in the antipodes loving the climate and the people. They migrated 
to Australia in 1995 to join their daughter Deirdre  and family who had been in 
Sydney since 1975. Bill attends the meeting regular ly plays his bowls and still 
enjoys a round of golf and cards. We all wish Bill many happy returns! 

�������� *3 ��	������� �	�� �
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Peter O’Reilly writes:- 
 

Here is a historical photograph from the past of the City of Sydney Circle 
  

the first in Australia! 
 

 
 

Ian Tasker, Frank Browne, Norbert de Rome, Brendan O’Connell, Reg Joyce, G/P Douglas Jenkins, 
Pres Plunkett Sweeney, Ray Overs 

 
This is a photograph taken at the 

 
Inauguration of the City of Sydney Circle 263 by  

 
Grand President Douglas Jenkins on 22 nd July 1971 

 
Six of the inaugural brothers are still members of the Circle.  
Brothers Sweeney, Cattle, Hayes, Newton, O’Reilly, Smyth.  

 

Brother Bill Bullen was uncertain whether he had pr epared a late Curriculum Vitae or an 
early obituary for his speech at the August Circle meeting. He finally decided that it was too 
late for one and hopefully too early for the other!  Bill's great grandfather was born in 1798: 
the year Nelson won the Battle of the Nile! The fam ily disowned his great grandfather 
because he married a servant girl and then he becam e a tenant farmer which then family 
continued until the 1950s. Bill was born in 1919, t he youngest of four children. His 
education was curtailed by the great depression whe n he had to work on the family farm.  
Bill joined the police force in Manchester in 1939 with one of his early duties being to paint 
the parapets of the police headquarters block so th at Hitler's pilots could not see the 
building. He did a super job because the building s urvived the Blitz! He met his beloved 
Maureen (from the west of Ireland) at a dance and t hey become engaged in 1940. Bill was in 
Bomber Command in the RAF having trained in South A frica.  After the war he had a long 
career in the then Manchester police force retiring  with the rank of Superintendent in 1970. 
Maureen and Bill had one child, a daughter Deirdre who moved to Australia in 1975. They 
followed her to the antipodes in 1995 and took on t he responsibilities of Australian 
citizenship in May 1999. Bill has lived in three pl aces in those 80 years- the family farm, 
Manchester and Sydney. 
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Congratulations to the following Brothers for reach ing over Eighty and being 
Brothers of Pittwater Circle 

 
 

 
 
 A picture taken of our very special Brothers taken  at a meeting recently (from left to right), 
Brothers Bob Basham, Sid Rice, Basil Hughes, Des Ro sa and Ken Leonard. As our readers 
can see, a fine bunch of Gentlemen! We look forward  to seeing them at future meetings. 
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City of Cairns Catenian Brother Dr Bill Sultmann sh owing the Queensland Premier Anna Bligh 
around St Andrews School, Redlynch, Cairns. 
 
The Premier was on a flying visit just after winnin g the Queensland State Elections. 
 
Bill is Chief Executive Officer of the Catholic Edu cation Services for the Catholic Diocese of 
Cairns. 
 
He has just been honoured by the University of Quee nsland with an appointment as Adjunct 
Professor. He accepted the position offered by Vice -Chancellor Professor Paul Greenfield AO. 
 
“it is an honour and a responsibility,’ Bill stated . 
 
“The honour involves a recognition of the important  ministry of Catholic Education and the 
responsibility entails integrating a professional a nd community consciousness to our service. I 
look forward to working with the University to prom ote community engagement, scholarship and 
the teaching component of the University.” 
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The weekend getaway was held at Metung with over 40 members and wives from all Circles 
present. A few pictures from the Gataway:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
������������������

 
In early May, Peninsula Circle organised its 6th, very successful, 24 Hour Adoration at St Mary's 
Star of the Sea Sorrento, open to all parishioners. Every hour from Friday morning through to 
Saturday morning was covered with many worshippers presenter. The early hours are  handled 
by Circle members.  
 

��������������
 
On June 26 our Annual Area Dinner will be held at the Windsor Hotel, Melbourne. This will be a 
clergy night and, as well as a special guest speaker, there will be musical entertainment and 
dancing. 
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Natalie’s Restaurant & Hotel Manor - 669 Whitehorse Rd, Mitcham is the new permanent venue. 
We look forward to having visitors from other Circles come and visit and enjoy our new home & 
it’s wonderful food and just that little bit closer to other Circles and just off Eastlink too! 
 

"����������
�

We remember the following in our prayers who have been impacted either directly or indirectly by 
the devastating fires:- 
 
Philip & Faye  O’Carroll - Boroondara Circle - Who lost their bush retreat in Kinglake - 30 years of 
memories & care. 
 
Michael & Jeanette Howard - Maroondah Circle - The family of Michael’s brother-in-law who lost 
their home. 
 
Frank & Carmel Killackey - Maroondah Circle - Daughter & son-in-law lost their home, but 
managed to save the herd in Jindivic. 
 

#����$����
 

Peninsula Circle has now gained three new members. Brother Fulvio Facci, Brother Joe Pavone 
and Brother Adrian Carroll have all been welcomed into the Circle. 
 

���"������
At a recent meeting the Brothers welcomed guest speaker Mr. Peter Greilach who gave a very 
interesting discussion regarding the 600 Megawatt sub sea cable between Victoria and Tasmania. 
All brothers were impressed with the professionalism of the presentation and also remarked that 
the topic was interesting and informative. 
 

%�&����'�
An idea has been suggested to hold a ‘Family Fun Day’ in which Members, spouses, children and 
grandchildren, etc. might meet at a favourable location for a picnic, some games and fellowship. 
This would be well within the keeping of the Associations mantra of Faith, Fellowship, Family & 
Friendship! 
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PROVINCIAL 
COUNCIL 

 
 

Provincial President: 
Paul Despoges 

 
Provincial  

Past President: 
Phil Davies 

 
Provincial Secretary 

Peter Tilbrook 
 

Provincial Treasurer: 
Ian McMaster 

 
Provincial 

Chamberlain 
Evan Godfrey 

 
Provincial  

Membership Officer: 
Pat Moran 

 
Provincial 

Publicity Officer: 
Peter Cash 

 
Director: 

John Secker 
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Decisions: May Council Meeting 

Agreed : That the 2009 Province 21 Annual Mass be 
held on a suitable Sunday in September 2009 at Our 
Lady of The Rosary Cathedral, Waitara and that 
Province Council request the Hornsby Circle to 
undertake the arranging of the occasion.  [Action:  
Province Secretary] 

Resolved : 

 
1. That the title of Circle Catering Officer become 

Circle Function Director; 
2. That three years service as Circle Function 

Director be recognised by the awarding of an 
appropriate miniature.  [Action:  Province 
President] 

 
Agreed : That the Province 21 Director  be requested to 
prepare a report for early circulation to Province 
Councillors providing a brief summary ( perhaps in dot 
point form) of the significant decisions reached by 
Grand Council and its Working Groups over the last six 
months, with the work of the Strategy Committee and its 
sub-committees being reported in somewhat greater 
detail.  [Action:  Province 21 Director] 
 
Agreed : That Province Councillors be requested to 
consider contributing to the work of the Catenian 
Australian Committee by participating in its sub-
committees. In particular, Councillors are to be 
requested to urgently consider joining the Strategy sub-
committee as Grand Council has requested that a 
paper regarding the Structure of the Association in 
Australia be presented not later than 30 June 2009.  
[Action:  All Brothers Councillor] 
 
Agreed : That Circle Treasurers be requested to 
forward audited Annual Accounts for the 2008/09 
Financial Year to the Province Treasurer as soon as 
possible, as audited accounts are required to be 
provided to the Grand Treasurer by 31 May 2009.  
[Action:   Province Secretary]                    
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Agreed : That, in view of the loss of income due to the Grand Treasurer’s decision to 
reduce the proportion of Capitation fees repatriated to Australian Provinces, the 
programme of visitation to the City of Cairns Circle and the City of Brisbane Group be 
replaced by a visit to the August 2009 meeting of the Brisbane Group by Brother 
Lawrence Lawlor and by a visit to the November 2009 meeting of both the Group and the 
Cairns Circle by Brother Phil Davies. 
[Action : Brothers Lawlor and Davies, Province Treasurer] 
 
Agreed:  That a meeting be sought with Bishop Walker to acquaint him with the 
Association’s activities, particularly in the Diocese of Broken Bay.   
[Action:   Province President, Province Officers] 
 
Agreed :That Provincial Council arrange a half day meeting of Circle Presidents and 
Membership Officers on Saturday, 20 June 2009 to discuss and share membership 
strategies. 
[Action:  Province Membership Officer] 
 
Agreed:  That the Province Secretary investigates the ramifications of having a Province 
Chaplain and report to the next Meeting of Province Council.   
[Action:   Province Secretary] 
 
Agreed: That Province Council express appreciation to Brother Malcolm Clow for his 
efforts in arranging the 2009 Province 21 Golf Day and congratulate him on the success of 
the occasion. 
 
That, subject to confirmation of availability, the next Province 21 Golf Day be held at 
Muirfield on Friday 19 March 2010.  
 [Action:  Brother Malcolm Clow] 
 
Agreed :That the Meeting dates for 2009/2010 be: 

 
Monday, 10 August 2009, 
Monday, 2 November 2009, 
Monday, 1 February 2010, 
Monday, 3 May 2010. 

 
[Action:   Province Secretary] 
 
Agreed :That the Province President discuss matters associated with the establishment of 
an Australian Catenian Website with the Presidents of Province 20 and the Victoria Area. 
[Action:  Province President] 
 

Resolved:  That subject to his acceptance of nomination in writing, Brother Michael 
Whitbread be appointed Province 20 Careers and Employment Officer.   

[Action:  Province Secretary] 
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Circle/Entity e-mail address Secretary  
City of Brisbane brisbanecatenians@yahoo.com.au Marcus Katter 
City of Cairns cairnscatenians@yahoo.com.au Dean Morzone 
Canberra canberracatenians@yahoo.com.au John McWilliam 
Canberra Molonglo canberramolonglocatenians@yahoo.com.au Frank Craddock 
Carlingford carlingfordcatenians@yahoo.com.au Phil Gallagher 
Castle Hill castlehillcatenians@yahoo.com.au Eric Woodhead 
 goldcoastcatenians@yahoo.com.au  
Hornsby hornsbycatenians@yahoo.com.au Geoff Young 
Ku-ring-gai kuringgaicatenians@yahoo.com.au John White 
Manly manlycatenians@yahoo.com.au Gary O’sullivan 
 newcastlecatenians@yahoo.com.au  
Mosman mosmancatenians@yahoo.com.au Peter Finn 
City of Parramatta parramattacatenians@yahoo.com.au Warren Clarke 
Pittwater pittwatercatenians@yahoo.com.au Noel Braun 
City of Sydney sydneycatenians@yahoo.com.au Peter O’Riley 
Warringah warringahcatenians@yahoo.com.au Evan Godfrey 
Province 21 Secretary province21catenians@yahoo.com.au Peter Tilbrook  

 

 

�+;,��,/-(,)�/,(�/)<(6�=+,�!�!�� �
The Family of Terry Gallagher (Hornsby) who passed 
away in March. 
 
The Family of Jean Harris (Peter Cash’s sister) who 
passed away in April. 
 
For Henning & Gabrielle Harders who are very poorly at 
the moment and need your prayers.�

�

 
 
 
 
�

�0(/)(�,(.(.>(,�&%�-+;,�1,/-(,)�/00�
6('(/)(6��/*(%&/%��,+*3(,)�/%6�*3(&,�
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Rosary Beads wanted   
Br Tony Cunningham of 
Bracknell Forest Circle needs 
unused sets of Rosary Beads 
to help with his work with the 
Woolner Aboriginal 
community. Please post to: 
Tony Cunningham 
20/3 Brewery Place  
Woolner, NT 0820 
 

Lots of  information is available at: - 
www.thecatenians.com  

Catena can be read online at the website 

Contact Details Province 21 Circle Secretaries 2009 -2010 
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Membership Committee Meeting Tuesday April 12  
 
Present: Rob Haddad, Paul Despoges, Laurence Lawlor, John Dinning, and Pat Moran 
Apologies: John Secker, Phil Davies 

Matters Discussed  

1.  Draft Report for Membership 08 – 09  
 

 A revised version of the Report presented to Provincial Council on Mon May 4. 
 Details to follow. Here are a few items: 

      
 Y E A R S 
 07 - 08 08 - 09 
Resignations 7 10 
Forfeitures 2 2 
Deaths 2 8 
Enrolments 34 42 
Net Increase as % 4.6 5.1 
Prospective Members 19 31 
Dinner attendance as % 60  62 
Greatest attendance % Warringah (86) Warringah (85) 
Friar Tuck Tankard Ku-ring-gai Ku-ring-gai 
Total membership 428 452 

 
2.  Where to 2009 - 2010?   
The meeting recommended that Provincial Council approve that a half-day meeting of Membership Officers 
and Presidents of the Province be organised in the next 2 months. 
The aim is to discuss membership matters and share strategies to increase membership. 
 
3.  ADF Chaplains meeting Wed May 6 at City of Sydney  
2 Chaplains can be present. Paul Despoges, Peter Tilbrook, Laurence Lawlor and Pat Moran will meet them 
at 5:30pm then have invited them as guests at the City of Sydney Circle regular meeting. The aim is to make 
contact with the ADF members through the Chaplains and arrange to meet them in a small group and invite 
those interested to visit local Circles and ultimately become Catenian members. 
 
4.  Issues/ Membership 
Guy Cassar (City of Sydney Circle) lives at Wards River near Gloucester in the Hunter Valley. He is keen to 
start a Newcastle Group and so is arranging a meeting with Bishop Michael Malone in May. Members of the 
Provincial Council will be with him. The present plan is that details will be arranged so that Paul Despoges 
and Pat Moran will accompany Guy to meet Bishop Malone during May. 

 
5.  Cairns and Brisbane 
The plan is for the Provincial Council to visit Cairns and Brisbane at least every 3 months. 
.  
Hopefully the above gives a sense of what was discussed and decided. 
 
Pat Moran 
Province 21 Membership Officer 
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Will be held on 

20th JUNE 2009 at  12 noon 
A half day meeting for Two Members from each Circle  (hopefully Membership Officers 
and Presidents - otherwise their nominated reps  
 
There has been a growing awareness in many Circles to increase membership (otherwise we die out as 
have thousands of groups - including many Religious Congregations - in the Church over the centuries). 
There is also a willingness to try different ideas, approaches and a wish to hear from the practical 
experience of others who have tried different things. Brothers from some different Circles will outline their 
successful and not so successful approaches. It is an opportunity for all to participate, share and take 
back ideas and strategies for discussion and implementation in their own Circles. The basics of the 
meeting have been finalised. 

An outline is: 

 
Date:         Saturday June 20 

 
Place:       Queen of Peace Church Hall 
                 18 Stuart Ave, Normanhurst 
                 (there is plenty of parking) 
 
12:00        Lunch and Greet 
12:45        Welcome and Intro  -   Paul Despoges ( Provincial President) 
1:00          Input from Paul, some Circles, Pat & others 
                 Discussion, Sharing, Possible Plan s 
3:00          Afternoon tea 
3:30          Session 2 
4:30          Finish 
 
 

Pat Moran 

Province 21 Membership Officer 
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Are proud to announce that this year’s 
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Will be held on 
 
 

Wednesday, 8 July 2009 
 

At 
 

Long Reef Golf Club 
Anzac Avenue, Collaroy, Sydney 

 
 
 
N.B. The Truthful Jones trophy is a Province 21 inter-Circle contest in which Circles 
choose a representative to tell a short, amusing and (somewhat) believable story.  
The Province Council Officers in attendance on the night choose the winner.  The 
trophy is defended the next July at the dinner following the meeting of the Circle 
which is represented by the winning story-teller. Last year’s winner Pittwater Circle! 
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It should be noted that some 80 or so Brothers from all over Sydney, along with 
20 or so wives, attended. 
 
Fr John Boyle, PP Castle Hill (Circle 308) was Guest; Fr Boyle, Dean of 
Parramatta Diocese's St Patrick's Cathedral 10 years ago, had been a key 
influencer in Parramatta Circle's early days, many of the Circle's 'inauguration' 
members being convinced by Father Boyle that joining the catenians was 
worthwhile! 
  
Parramatta Circle's immediate past President, Bro Victor Moran, had discharged 
himself from hospital the morning of the 100th meeting to attend the meeting; 
Victor had planned every detail like a military operation! Much of the success of 
the evening goes to Victor's thorough & thoughtful planning! 
 
Bro Victor had a busy year (2008/9) with the Catenians' Centenary year 
celebrations, the Grand President's visit ( with entourage ) to a special 3 circle 
joint meeting which had been proceeded by an "inspection" of Old Government 
House, canapés & pre-dinner drinks on the lawns of Old Government House/ 
Parramatta Park. The 'Grand' dinner was attended by special guests such as 
Bishop Kevin Manning, Bishop of Parramatta Diocese, the Mayor of Parramatta 
& guests/ visitors from all Sydney circles. 
 
Visiting Brothers list was headed by Province 21 Director Bro John Secker, 
Province President Bro Phil Davies, Province Sec Bro Peter Tilbrook, Province 
Membership Officer Pat Moran and Presidents of 6 Circles as well. 

 
/Cont. 
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Toastmaster: Brother Warren Clarke 
 

To: Father John Boyle 
Brother President Vic 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

Brothers 
 
 
“It is a very great pleasure to propose this toast to the City of Parramatta Circle 333, inaugurated 
here on 10th March 2000. 
 
I would like to take you back to the early part of 1999 when a group of Carlingford Brothers met for 
lunch in Parramatta to discuss things Catenian and in particular expansion of the Association in 
the Parramatta area. 
 
We came to the conclusion that a new Circle should be formed, centred on the Cathedral in the 
Parramatta Parish. The seed was sown! 
 
Having made that decision, how do we make it happen? Where do we start? 
 
We needed the blessing of the Bishop and the help and advice of the then Dean Father John 
Boyle who just happens to be with us tonight. Without Father John’s support, tonight’s function 
would not have been possible. So, thank-you very much Father John! 
 
Anyway, we managed to obtain a list of gentlemen in the Parish who might be interested in joining 
the Association and set about inviting them to an information night at Courtlands Retirement 
Village. At this point we have to thank Michael Whitbread and John Green for organising 
Courtlands as our first meeting venue. 
 
I might add here that while trying to make our initial contacts we came across some very 
protective wives who were very suspicious of our intentions in taking their husbands off for a few 
hours once a month to talk about ‘Secret Men’s Business’. 
 
Well, we managed to do rather well with our original list, in fact, many of them are here tonight – 
maybe looking a bit older- but they are still the stalwarts of this wonderful Circle. Sadly, two of our 
originals have passed on, but I know they are with us in spirit. 
 
Now we needed 25 names in order for Grand Council to grant us a Charter, and we had planned 
to submit our application to the Grand –Vice President Brian Hargreaves who with his party was 
visiting the South-East Australian Circles. We were very honoured to host this visiting party at our 
first official function at Courtlands as we had not at that stage been inaugurated. 

/Cont. 
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Disappointingly, by the end of that function we were one name short on our Charter application 
and the party had to depart without it. At about 9.30pm on the day the touring party had left, my 
doorbell rang, low and behold, we had our 25th name, Xavier you have made the history books! 
 
So that was it, our Charter was granted and on 10th March 2000, The City of Parramatta became 
the 333rd Circle of the Catenian Association at this very venue. 
 
The Circle was inaugurated by Grand President Arthur McKivett who unfortunately passed away 
last December. Arthur came out from the UK especially to inaugurate the Circle, he would be very 
proud of his baby. 
 
There were some who said ‘you will never do it’ but here we are at our 100th meeting, a milestone 
that has been achieved by upholding the true Catenian spirit of Strengthening Family Life Through 
Enduring Friendships and Faith. 
 
Please be upstanding and join me in a Toast to The City of Parramatta.” 
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The Annual Province 21 Golf Competition 2009 
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Directors Trophy  and the two best scores were shot by:- 
 

Brother Paul Rubenach 38 points 
Brother Phil Davies 36 points 

 
Winning Circle: Ku-Ring-Gai 74 points 

 
Ray Weeks Trophy  

Brother Ian Curry 38 points  
Brother Tony Regan 36 points 

 
Pittwater Circle: 74 points  

 
�&%%(,)�+%��+;%*��/'<  

 
Individual Catenian  Ken Moreton 41 points Carlingford 
Runner-Up Max Cattle 38 points Sydney 
Individual Visitor Paul Orenstein 43 points Ku-Ring -Gai 
Runner-Up Chris Henri 39 points Parramatta 

 
There were 32 Nominations . 

 
As the Provincial President,  

it was Brother Phil Davies' duty to present the cup  to the winning  
Circle's top scoring members. 

 
*During the time he was serving on Grand Council as Director for Province 21, Phil Davies donated a golf 
trophy to the Province, the engraving on which reads, "The Director's Cup". It would be awarded to the Circle 
represented by two members with the best combined score. 
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Circle Presidents elect are invited to speak for three minutes outlining the circumstances 
in which a colourful local identity recently said: 

My brother, Esau, is an hairy man; but I am a smooth man! 

Winning Speech by Ed van Riet 

 
I’m going to tell you the story of my early days in  this country, as a Dutch born ‘New 
Australian’ living in the (Brisbane)  Bayside subur b of Shorncliffe. It was in the ‘50s. 
 
Life was quite interesting – always fun & even idyl lic! There were kids everywhere & it 
seemed ½ of us were migrants from all over Europe.  
Not only were most of these families Catholic – but  the parents followed the Vatican’s rules 
on procreative activities  literally ! 
They were great begatters , these Irish, Polish, Dutch, Italian & Hungarian N ew Australians! 
As an example, the O’Gormans down the road had 15, and across the road from them the 
Italian Fiesta family had 9, while I’m from a famil y of 11. 
 
Like most other Catholics, my parents gave all thei r children Saints’ names… with one 
exception – my brother who copped a name sounding somewhat like that Dutch cheese, Edam 
.. he was named Edom—which, however does come  from the New Testament  Book of 
Hebrews  in Chapter 12, verse 15-16 &  if we read 2 Samuel 8:12-14; 2 Kings 8:20-22; Psalm 
137:7, we see Edom is another name for Esau… & that’s what we all called him. ( Well, most 
of the  time & to his face, at least !) 

Esau was not only awfully hairy , he was a bad 
tempered bugger – when irritated, he threw things ! 
 
Back to that Idyllic childhood at Shorncliff… where  
we all attended St Patrick’s Christian Brothers 
College ( just up the hill/ cliffs from Shorncliff pier, 
(where we’d frequent the  “penny arcade”) & the bay 
where we swam, learned to sail ‘VJ’s’, Gwen 12s & 
Flying Ants’) Also, just next door to St Pats where  
one of  ‘the gang’ Angelo Fiesta’s older sisters ra n 
a ‘beautician’ shop where they were reported to 
wax,  not lyrical, but . .. .  . Brazilian  ! 
 
And. . at the rear of this shop was a shed , where 
during our school holidays, we take shelter from 
the searing midday sun or those notoriously 
Brisbane thunderstorms! (We also had our first 
smokes there!) 
 

 
Ed with the winning Cup                                                                                                                        /cont 
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It was on one of those summer afternoons when there  were so many of “our gang’ trying to 
find shelter in this shed from a terrific storm, wh en  we were soaking wet…removed our 
shirts Johnny O’Gorman shouted out from outside the  doorway “ Hey Eiyore ! Move on into 
the shed & let us, you donkey!” 
Whereupon he lost it…grabbed the nearest thing & th rew it…it was a jar of Brazilian wax . .  
Johnny ducked I didn’t see it coming & that’s how I  became (& still am) a smooth man ! 
 
 

      

 

 
 
Little John Mug Background 
 
 
 
 

In November 1984, at the time of the inauguration of Carlingford Circle, Brother Reg Joyce* of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle 
presented this mug to John Secker, the new Circle’s Founder President, to be used as Carlingford Circle saw fit. It 
was decided that the Mug would be used for a competition between the Presidents elect in the Province. 
 
The intent of the competition would be twofold ... to provide a forum at which all the Presidents elect in the Province 
could meet one another and share some time together prior to the start of their Presidential year and, as it is an 
inevitable aspect of being a Circle President that one is called upon to ‘say a few words’ both with and without prior 
notice, to help Presidents elect adapt to this role. 
 

The initial competition for the Mug was held at Carlingford Circle’s venue (then Oatlands Golf Club) on 17 March 
1986; the topic being ‘The Seven ages of Catenian Man’. The competitors were Ray Weekes of Carlingford Circle, 
Ken Sellinger of Castle Hill, Max Cattle of City of Sydney and Alan Laird of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle ... Alan Laird was the 
winner. 
 
 

*Reg Joyce joined the Association in Nottingham, hence the ‘Sherwood Forest’ flavour of the trophies he presented. He gave the Robin 
Hood (Golf) Cup to Sydney, the Maid Marian (Golf) Shield to Ku-Ring-Gai, the Little John Mug (as described above) and finally the Friar 
Tuck Tankard to Hornsby on their inauguration. Hornsby then donated it to the Province to be awarded annually to the Circle achieving 
the greatest increase in Membership in the year. 

 
Little John Mug Rules 
 
 
 
 

Presidents elect will all be invited to participate in the competition, but there is no compulsion to do so.  

Candidates will be formally invited to participate by the Provincial Secretary who will be responsible for nominating a 
topic for the contest. The competition will normally be held in March each year at the venue of the Circle of the 
previous year's winner. 

 
After a draw for the order of speakers, contestants will be allowed five minutes each to speak to the topic. Their 
presentation will be judged on content, delivery, humour, originality, observance of the time limit and audience 
reaction.  
 

The judging panel will comprise the senior member of Provincial Council and Circle Presidents present at the 
function. The former will lead the panel and may vary the content of the panel as he sees appropriate at the 
particular contest. 

The evening will be conducted in the true spirit of the ‘fraternal love which animates the Brotherhood’. 

 
Substitution of an alternative contestant is permitted only if the President elect is unavailable due to illness or some 
other serious reason. In such cases the Circle may be represented by the Vice-President elect.  
 
If this occurs, it would be permitted the following year for the then incumbent President to represent his Circle in lieu 
of the then President elect (effectively swapping their turn for the contest). 
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Newly installed President of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle, Greg Bisset, welcomed to the Circle’s 
April dinner, Mr Ron Graham, President of the Australian Rugby Union. He was 
introduced to the brothers as guest speaker by Circle Secretary and Rugby tragic, John 
White. Ron was a former Rugby International who played 18 Tests as prop with 
Australia’s Wallabies between 1973 and 1976. Ron gave an interesting and amusing talk 
about his Rugby career, other players and coaches. He vividly recalled such highlights as 
meeting the Queen, Prince Charles and Princess Anne at Buckingham Palace, and losing 
to Tonga at a Test in Sydney in 1973. 
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April Meeting. 
 
The AGM took place at our April meeting.  Our guests were Bishop Max Davis and Bob Cousins. 
Bishop Max gave a very interesting talk ranging over secularism and the various responses to 
World Youth Day.  
 
Here are some pictures taken on the night with our distinguished visitor Bishop Max . . . .  
 
 

 

 

Bishop Max addresses the Brothers  

L to R; Brother Peter Wilkin, Bishop Max, Brother N orm Russell 
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Question time for the Bishop, Brother Frank Boyle r ises to the occasion 

Brothers listening to Bishop Max’s speech 
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ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THIS YEARS WINNING CIRCLE I S:- 
 

����� ������

�	���������
  

And a big thank-you to:- 

Brendan and the Brothers of 

 
� ����	�����
For organising this annual event 

PICTURES NEXT PAGE  
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Pic A:  Mosman President, Brother 
Alan Gorman, presents the 
'O'Connell Cup' to the winning 
circle, Parramatta (333). L to R are 
Peter Moriarty, Steve Meleca, 
Warren Clarke (Sec.), Mosman's 
Alan Gorman, John Maait (Vice 
President)  & 'above him', Xavier 
Lim, Ed van Riet (Pres.), Michael 
Tan, Ian Sanders, John Green and 
Lou Pulvirenti. (Parramatta's Prov 
Councillor Phil Russo isn't in the 
picture). 
 
Pic B:  from L to R; George 
Vumbaca, Brendan O’Connell. Pat 
Moran, Max Arnett, Peter Reidy,  
 
Pic C:  Warren Clarke & Ed van 
Riet having a lighter moment with 
the Circle's recently won 'Little John 
Mug' & 'O'Connell Cup'. 
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(Donated by Mosman Brother President Alan Gorman) 

�
�/)�2+%�>-�
;#�&%7#�/&��&,'0(��,+*3(,�

 

�0/;6(�@;7./%)�
 

 



 32 

�
#�����)��)��#�����)��)��#�����)��)��#�����)��)��� ���

�
#��$���$�

�
)��'����)����$)��'����)����$)��'����)����$)��'����)����$� ���

�

%������)����%������)����%������)����%������)����� ���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint member of Poole and Cairns Circle Peter Cash,  presented a 
superbly restored Lectern to President of Cairns Ci rcle Peter Morris on 
behalf of the Brothers of Poole Circle at the May m eeting. The Lectern 
is a gift from Poole Circle on the Inauguration of City of Cairns Circle. 
Poole President David Cawdery in a letter to the Br others of Cairns 
extends an invitation to all the Brothers of Cairns  to visit Poole Circle 
in the future. The Brothers of Poole Circle are als o quite happy to 
arrange accommodation to any visiting Brother to Po ole. 
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The Friar Tuck Cup is awarded annually to the Circle in Province 21 which has the largest 
increase in membership in a 12 month period. Provincial Membership Officer, Pat Moran, 
presented the Cup to the Membership Officer of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle, Charles Thomson, at the 
Circle meeting held on 11th May at Terrey Hills. Brother Pat noted that Ku-Ring-Gai Circle 
increased it’s membership by 10% in the last 12 months, following similar increases in the 
previous two years, and had won the Cup for a third successive year. Concerted membership 
campaigns in local parishes have seen the membership at Ku-Ring-Gai Circle increase from 34 
members in 2005 to 51 members in 2009. At the same meeting, the previous Membership Officer, 
Ric Camilleri, was installed as Vice President of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured, left to right, at Friar Tuck Cup presenta tion –  
Greg Bisset (President of Ku-Ring-Gai Circle), Pat Moran (Provincial Membership Officer) 

Charles Thomson (Membership Officer) and Ric Camill eri (Vice President)  
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Dear Brothers, 

 

As you are now aware we are limiting the circulation of documents from Head Office 
to a monthly mailing to Secretaries in order to minimise postal costs. 

This latest mailing contains the following 

1. A revised GT2 form for capitation payments. I would be grateful if you could 
pass this to your Circle Treasurer at the earliest opportunity. You may be aware that 
the first GT2 that was issued contained inaccuracies. Our new database contains 
the accurate information. However an error was made in the design of the particular 
report when the GT2 was produced. The report failed to recognise some members 
who are exempt capitation payments and in some cases listed Joint members twice. 
This has now been rectified and the enclosed should accurately reflect your Circle’s 
membership as it was in early April.  

Please note:  The database will only reflects changes that had been made through 
the web portal or advised to Head Office through the monthly membership updates 
at the time of printing . For capitation purposes all other amendments required will 
need to be managed through the GT4 process with your Provincial Treasurer as 
normal. 

2. There is a letter from Director Vernon DeCruz regarding Circle Mass for 
Vocations and an updated list giving the dates for each Circle. This list can also be 
downloaded from the Members’ section of the website www.thecatenians.com. 

3. As you are aware we will not be producing hard copy Directories this year. 
Instead, each Circle will receive a number of CD ROMs. These will be posted later 
this month.  

The CD Rom can be copied to your computer and then the disk passed on to 
another Brother in the Circle to do the same. You do not need to keep the disk. This 
being the case we have only produced a small number of CD ROMs per Circle to 
further reduce the cost. 

We are exploring the cost and feasibility of producing Provincial Directories for 
those Provinces that do not currently produce their own. I hope that I will be able to 
report on what has been agreed with my May letter. 

 

Sincerely and fraternally 

Jim Quinn 

Grand Secretary 
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Letter from Vernon de Cruz re dates for mass vocati ons  see item two 
previous page . . .  
 
 
 

CATENIAN ASSOCIATION  
DAILY MASS SCHEME FOR VOCATIONS  

 
 
 
          PROVINCE 21 

 
263  City of Sydney    3rd Wednesday in November 
284 Ku-Ring-Gai    2nd Saturday in July 
304 Carlingford    2nd Sunday in November 
308 Castle Hill    1st Sunday in November 
312 Pittwater    2nd Tuesday in March 
317 Hornsby    4th Saturday in August 
322 Manley     3rd Tuesday in January 
328 Warringah    3rd Friday in February 
330 Mosman    2nd Thursday in April 
331 Canberra    4th Monday in July 
333 Parramatta    4th Sunday in May 
340 Canberra Molonglo   3rd Friday in July 
349 City of Cairns Circle   2nd Sunday in August 
912 Brisbane Group    4th Saturday in February 

 
 

Victoria Area Council  
 
292 City of Melbourne   3rd Sunday in October 
311 Waverley    4th Tuesday in July 
334 Maroondah    3rd Sunday in May 
335 Peninsula    2nd Thursday in May 
345 Boroondara    1st Thursday in August 
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Grand President’s attendance at the First  
Australian Mass to mark the  

Centenary of The Catenian Association 
 
 
 
The Australian National Mass to mark the 
Centenary of the Catenian Association was 
celebrated on the morning of Sunday, 31 August 
at St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney. 
 
His Eminence George Cardinal Pell, Archbishop 
of Sydney, was the Principal Celebrant. 
 
Brothers and families from Province 20, Western 
Australia, the Victorian Area and Province 21, 
Eastern Australia, joined with Brother Grand 
President David Taylor and members of the UK 
touring party in the Mass of thanksgiving. 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral stands on the eastern boundary of Sydney’s Central Business District and is 
viewed from the City across Hyde Park.  It stands on the site of the first St Mary’s Chapel, the 
foundation stone of which was laid by the Governor of the then Colony of New South Wales, Lachlan 
Macquarie, in 1821, thirty three years after the establishment of the Colony. 
 
Sydney's first Bishop, John Bede Polding, took up residence in 1835 and soon thereafter work 
commenced on enlarging the Chapel into a Cathedral.  In 1842 Bishop Polding becomes first 
Archbishop of Sydney. 
 
 In 1865 the original St Mary's Cathedral was ruined by fire.  William Wilkinson Wardell was 
commissioned by Archbishop Polding to design a new St Mary’s following the fire. 
Wardell was born in 1823 and, as an architect in England, had become an accomplished practitioner 
of the Gothic Revival style championed by A.W.N. Pugin. Like Pugin, Wardell became a convert to 
Catholicism. 
 
Work begins on a new Cathedral in 1865 and was completed in three stages: the northern section in 
1882, the central tower in 1900 and the Nave in 1928, a total of sixty years.  Between 1998 and 2000 
the Spires were added, giving a complete construction time of one hundred and fifty two years.  

The Cathedral, which is built in dressed Sydney Sandstone, is 107 metres long, 24.3 wide at the 
Nave, ceiling height is 22.5 metres and the height of the central tower is 46.3 metres. The front 
(southern) towers and spires are 74.6 metres high. 

St Mary's Cathedral is not only a great legacy from the past; it is a vital part of the present spiritual and 
cultural life of the City and the Nation. The Cathedral is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, under 
Her National patronal title of Immaculate Mother of God, Help of Christians. 

 
Footnote: Peter Tilbrook writes; The above is for some Brothers who may have not seen this very fine story 
about the Mass held at St Mary’s Cathedral last year. 
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Dear Brothers, 
 
Welcome to our latest edition of Eastern Link. 
 
I would like to start a letters page, this will enable some our Brothers to share their views 
on any topic with other Brothers in Province 21. 
 
The page is already set-up; all I need now is some letters from yourselves!!! 
 
A big thank-you to all the Brothers who have submitted copy and pictures for this edition 
without their help and contributions this newsletter could not be produced. There is so 
much happening in our Province!!! 
 
Fraternally yours 
 
Peter Cash 
 

 
All Brothers are encouraged to visit other Circles.  If 
the opportunity arises please contact the 
appropriate Catering Officer listed below.   
 
 
CITY OF CAIRNS 3rd Thu 
Mark Ellwood 07 4055 3954 
CANBERRA 3rd Thu.  
Russell Sweeney 6291 4604 
CANBERRA/MOLONGLO 1st Wed.  
Philip O'Meara   6288 4793 
CARLINGFORD 3rd Tue.  
Stan Burgin 9871 2449 
CASTLE HILL 4th Tue  
Paul Despoges 8850 0956 
HORNSBY 1st Thu  
Peter Andersen 0412 669 462 
KU-RING-GAI 2nd Mon  
Phil Davies 9440 4299 
MANLY 3rd Wed  
Michael van Ommen 9452 5282. 
MOSMAN 2nd Thu  
Brendan O’Connell 9449 3720 
PARAMATTA 4th Thu 
John Green on 02  9630 4019 
PITTWATER 2nd Wed  
Ken Halliday 9999 4675 
CITY OF SYDNEY 1st Wed  
John Crawford 9240 4975 
WARRINGAH 4th Wed  
John Hopkins 9982 8026BRISBANE GROUP 
BRISBANE GROUP 3rd Wed 
Dennis Muldoon 0400 571 633 
 
 
VICTORIAN CIRCLES 
 
CITY OF MELBOURNE 4th Monday - Eli Edwards 
eli.edw@hotmail.com 
WAVERYLEY 1st Tue - Frank Brown 
flmjbrown@optus.com.au 
MAROONDAH 3rd Wed - Andrew Ruigrok 
ruigrokas@gmail.com 
PENINSULA 2nd Fri - Dick Gorman 
marillagorman@bigpond.com.au 
BOROONDARA GROUP  4th Wednesday –  
Frank Peck – fcgmpeck@bigpond.com 

 

Please send all co py and pictures to  
Peter Cash 

petercash@btinternet.com  

The Tourist’s Prayer!  

Heavenly Father, look down on us your 
humble tourist servants who are doomed to 
travel this earth, taking photographs, sending 
postcards and buying souvenirs. We beseech 
you Lord to see that our ‘plane is not hijacked, 
our luggage is not lost and our overweight 
baggage goes unnoticed. Give us divine 
guidance in our selection of hotels where the 
telephones work and the operators speak our 
language. 

Lead us to good, inexpensive restaurants 
where the wine is included in the price of the 
meal. Give us the wisdom to tip correctly in 
currencies that we do not understand. Make 
the locals love us for what we are and not for 
what we can contribute to their worldly goods. 
Grant us the strength to visit lots of museums, 
Cathedrals and Palaces and if we skip an 
historic monument to take a nap after lunch, 
have mercy on us for our flesh is weak. 

Dear Lord, protect our wives from ‘bargains’ 
that they do not need or cannot afford. Lead 
them not into temptation for they know not 
what they do. 

Almighty Father, stop our husbands looking at 
foreign women and comparing them to us. 
Save them from making fools of themselves in 
clubs and bars. Above all, please do NOT 
forgive them their trespasses for they know 
exactly what they do. 

And when the trip is over, grant us the favour 
of finding someone who will look at our 
holiday pictures and listen to our stories 
without yawning so our lives as tourists will 
not have been in vain. Amen 
 



 38 

 

�
�	��A����������!�!�!�!�!�!�!��
 
Couple in their nineties are both having problems r emembering things. During a 
checkup, the doctor tells them that they're physica lly okay, but they might want to 
start writing things down to help them remember.  
 
Later that night, while watching TV, the old man ge ts up from his chair. 'Want 
anything while I'm in the kitchen?' he asks.  
 
'Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?'  
 
'Sure.'  
 
'Don't you think you should write it down so you ca n remember it?' she asks.  
 
'No, I can remember it.'  
 
'Well, I'd like some strawberries on top, too. Mayb e you should write it down, so's 
not to forget it?'  
 
He says, 'I can remember that. You want a bowl of i ce cream with strawberries.'  
 
'I'd also like whipped cream. I'm certain you'll fo rget that, write it down?' she asks.  
 
Irritated, he says, 'I don't need to write it down,  I can remember it! Ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream - I got it, for good ness sake!'  
 
Then he toddles into the kitchen. After about 20 mi nutes,  
 
The old man returns from the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs. 
She stares at the plate for a moment.  
 
'Where's my toast ?'  
 
 
Three old guys are out walking.  
 
First one says, 'Windy, isn't it?'  
 
Second one says, 'No, it's Thursday!'  
 
Third one says, 'So am I. Let's go get a beer.'  
 
 
Morris, an 82 year-old man, went to the doctor to g et a physical.  
 
A few days later, the doctor saw Morris walking dow n the street with a gorgeous 
young woman on his arm.  
 
A couple of days later, the doctor spoke to Morris and said, 'You're really doing 
great, aren't you?'  
 
Morris replied, 'Just doing what you said, Doc: 'Ge t a hot mamma and be cheerful.'  
 
The doctor said, 'I didn't say that. I said, 'You'v e got a heart murmur; be careful.'  
 


